
Addendum A: Needs and Assets Report 
We request that all delegates perform a needs and assets report of social justice and social services for their 
own communities and congregations. For our purposes, we need to strategize with people who are currently 
working on social justice issues within their own communities or who are committed to implementing the plans 
we develop together in Roundtable Discussions in their own communities. We do not need people to come and 
tour Arizona; this is a distraction from our work and does not benefit our communities and organizations. We 
need people who can work with us on an ongoing basis regarding problems we are facing. We believe that the 
best way to ensure this ongoing relationship is for attendees to involve themselves in Roundtable Discussions 
and Service Projects that are relevant and transferable to their home communities. 

• Places to start with to compile a Needs and Assets Report 
◦ Talk to leadership of churches that hold services that are not in English 
◦ Talk to members of these churches who are involved in social justice organizations 
◦ Talk to UUs who are involved in social justice organizations 
◦ Talk to community members who are historically marginalized  

• Other places to start: 
◦ Does your community have a prison or detention center nearby? What groups are working with 

prison populations? 
◦ Does your community have free/reduced legal services? Are these services provided to 

undocumented people? 
◦ Does your community have a workers' rights group? A women's rights group? An LGBT rights' 

group? A domestic violence shelter? A health collective? Are these groups providing services to 
undocumented people as well?  

◦ Does your community have a group dedicated to affecting legislation or public policy? Does this 
include immigration issues? 

◦ Are there family support systems within your community (e.g., childcare collectives, mentoring 
programs, protection networks, sanctuary movements)? What are they doing? What do they need? 

◦ Does your local police force have 287(g) status? What has been your community's reaction to the 
Secure Communities mandate? 

• Four main things to think about regarding Needs and Assets: 
◦ What resources are being provided? 
◦ What is currently working? 
◦ What obstacles do you face? 
◦ What do you need?  

• Things to think about: 
◦ Are current social justice organizations in your community aware of immigration issues? Could you 

expand them to work with undocumented people? What would this look like? 
◦ Are members of your congregation involved with these organizations? If not, why not? What 

concrete steps are you willing to take to involve other congregational members in social justice 
organizing? 

• Best practice: Have organizations that provide services for undocumented people help with the 
drafting of the needs and assets report 

 
With a detailed Needs and Assets report, attendees will be able to identify Roundtable Discussions and Service 
Projects that are most relevant. For example, people who volunteer at the local domestic violence shelter may 
be most interested in a roundtable dedicated to strategies for successful filings for U visas or VAWA petitions. 
(Both are ways to file for protections for undocumented victims of domestic violence.)  If VAWA programs are not 
currently available, attendees could begin to implement them in their home communities; if they are currently 
available, attendees could discuss problems they have had and brainstorm solutions with other people who file 
VAWA cases. We hope this example demonstrates the potential for being able to implement current strategies 
across the U.S. and to provide for ongoing relationships between people engaged in similar work. 


